I knew that the present building had been constructed after World War II, but I didn t know the
Hall had existed before then. The first Saitama Hall was planned to commemorate the future
Emperor Showa s marriage. Though there wasn t enough funding to go forward with construction
after the Great Kanto Earthquake, Eiichi Shibusawa, the father of Japanese capitalism, offered his
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support to the project, which was then completed in 1926. The original Hall featured a Western-style
restaurant and a statue of Venus on its tower, both rare sights in 1920s Japan. Even though I pass by
the Hall on my way to work every day, I had no idea it has such a long and fascinating history, but
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since I was able to see photos and videos of the original Hall s grand opening during my recent visit, I
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realized how important it was at the time, having been constructed even earlier than the famous
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The Saitama Hall, located in Urawa-ku, Saitama City, is a public space in the community used for
everything from meetings and events to concerts. I am quite familiar with the building since I work
at the Saitama prefectural government campus just up the street, but I found quite a few new
aspects to enjoy!
The blooming flower tile patterns (alternating orange and gray); a close-up of the

tiles.
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A view from the esplanade

The back garden and the other side of the Hall
Even if you re not as into history as I am, there are still plenty of interesting features of the
modern building! Designed in the 1960s by the famous modern architect Kunio Maekawa, the newer
Saitama Hall may not look much like its predecessor, but it carries forward the same spirit of
creating a place for the prefecture s citizens and a cultural hub. First, there is the esplanade outside
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the Hall where anyone can rest or enjoy conversation. If you look at the patterns of the tiles on the
esplanade from above, you can see they are patterned after blooming flowers. From the esplanade,
you can see the outer walls of the hall, which are made of

tiles, a material Mr. Maekawa

favored. Unlike most tiles used at the time, which were simply placed over concrete walls,
tiles combine the traditional tile and concrete into a new tile that is stronger against the elements
such as water damage. Mr. Maekawa clearly considered how severe the humidity is in Saitama!

A comparison of the Small Hall and the Large Hall, both in scale and seats.

A view of the Large Hall from the stage

A close-up on the curved wall and ceiling

There are various rooms inside the Hall, but the Large Hall and the Small Hall, used for concerts
and events, are must-sees. The Large Hall is primarily made of wood and has excellent acoustics.
This type of wooden hall is rare in Japan: they exist only at the Kanagawa Concert Hall and the
Saitama Hall, and new wooden halls cannot be constructed under current Japanese law. The seats
in the hall all have red cloth covering them; the patterned cloth is older while the pure red cloth is
newer. Unfortunately, there was not enough of the older patterned cloth to make new seat covers, so
the pure red cloth has been used for necessary repairs in the meantime.

Compared to its wood-based, warmer big sister, the Small Hall is cooler and made with stone.
When comparing the Small Hall s green, blue, and gray color scheme with the Large Hall s reds and
oranges, it almost feels like looking into a strange mirror. Though the pattern of the seat covers is
similar to the Large Hall, there are significantly fewer seats in the Small Hall, making for a more
intimate atmosphere. Though I ve seen concerts and cultural presentations in the Large Hall before,
I would love the opportunity to spend some more time in the Small Hall.

A close-up of the lights and wall in the Small Hall

Soon, the Saitama Hall will be closed to undergo renovations. I m looking forward to seeing what
the newer Saitama Hall brings!

