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The Tanaka House, located in Kawaguchi, is a registered national cultural site that is open to the
public and was originally built by Tanaka Tokubei 1V from 1921-23. The Tanaka family had grown
wealthy thanks to their miso business and needed an impressive building to welcome all kinds of
guests — hence the House's three floors and grand, English-style brick exterior. There is more to the

Tanaka House than meets the eye, however, as | soon discovered on my afternoon visit there.

The first floor entryway, pictured above, is a standard feature of any Japanese dwelling, but with
both glass panels and removable Japanese paper panels for improved air circulation, it's clearly a cut
above the average. A meeting room for guests is easily accessible. Directly above this room on the
second floor is the writing room, and on the third floor there is another room for receiving guests — all
three rooms have exactly the same dimensions, but changes in floor and ceiling styles.

A meeting room. A stained glass window! View of 2nd floor balcony from above.
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Beyond the initial similarities, each floor has its specialty. The second floor has a fascinating
transition from Western-style to Japanese-style architecture: from the Western side, the door



appears to be a standard wooden panel that opens to reveal a room full of tatami mats, but from the
Japanese side, it transforms into a traditional fusuma door leading to the main part of the house.
The third floor features a grand hall, complete with a grand piano and an excellent view of the city.

You can even see the Tokyo Sky Tree!

Third-floor grand hall. The grand piano is covered in white.
Below, views from the windows. Note the circled Sky Tree!
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Storage rooms on the second and third floors are also accessible via small stairs; once inside, there
are panels (Japanese text but with pictures) explaining the Tanaka family business, miso making,
which is an arduous process. These panels turn the house into a mini-museum for those wanting to
catch a glimpse into the history of the house, the Tanaka family, and early 1900s Japan.

Storage rooms on the second and third floors, containing educational panels about miso production.
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Attached to the original brick building is the Japanese house, an addition built in 1934. The
transition hallway from the second floor offers an excellent view of the garden below. The house
seamlessly transitions from a Western-style brick exterior to a traditional Japanese roof and garden.

Hallway leading to the Japanese house with a view of the garden below.
Note the transition from brick to Japanese roof tiles. Most of the Japanese building is one story.



The Japanese house is where Tanaka Tokubei greeted important figures in the Japanese political
and business spheres. As such, the rooms contain extremely detailed woodwork and visually
interesting shapes sure to impress visitors.

I found sitting in the Japanese house and appreciating all the artwork inside to be calming and
refreshing — | certainly wouldn't have minded spending an entire afternoon there! (In the Western
part of the house, visitors are not allowed to sit on the furniture, but you can sit on the tatami mats
in the Japanese house.) I also ventured outside to the Japanese garden, which is gorgeous (even in
wintertime!). It's only a short walk to the tea house, so | made sure to stop by.



Though the tea house is the only building that exists at the end of the garden path now, in the
Tanaka House's heyday, there were even more associated buildings used for miso production
surrounding the main structures. The tea house, formerly used as strage space, stands alone, but it
alone is worth coming for. The large glass panels and paths inside the house give the illusion that

you are in the midst of the garden, and overall is a wonderful place to have a tea party.

Some bonus pictures of my favorite architectural features are below: the pinecones on the
staircases, the heart lamps hanging in the Japanese house (one has to wonder if they are a
"traditional” feature), and a flower persistently blooming in January (in my opinion, part of the
architecture of the garden). At the Tanaka House, you can experience the different worlds of the
main house, the Japanese house, the tea house, and the garden. You can wander through the house,

learn about history, or simply relax. The Tanaka House will welcome you no matter what you came

for!




